
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited (AECL) and Canadian Nuclear 
Laboratories (CNL) are pleased to announce that the Algonquins of 
Ontario (AOO) have honoured the organizations by bestowing a name 
upon their new site entrance building at the Chalk River Laboratories. 
Now known as the Minwamon Building, which means ‘clear path’ in 
the Algonquin language, the facility was officially inaugurated during 
a ceremony held earlier this month at the Chalk River campus.

CNL’s President and CEO, Joe McBrearty, and AECL’s President 
and CEO, Fred Dermarkar, were joined by Algonquin Negotiation 
Representatives Lynn Clouthier, Ottawa Algonquin Community, and 
Connie Mielke, Algonquins of Greater Golden Lake, to reveal the new 
name as part of the celebration, which included a smudge ceremony 
by Elder Dan Ross to commemorate the unveiling. Opened earlier 
this year, the Minwamon Building has transformed the site entry 
experience for employees and the public.

“I want to thank the Algonquins of Ontario, Fred Dermarkar and 
our other guests for joining us today to celebrate the Minwamon 
Building,” commented McBrearty. “I also want to thank the AOO for 
honouring us with a name that captures the spirit of not only this 
building, which serves as the entry point to the campus and our 
research, but also our commitment to sustainable operations. We 
truly appreciate this generous gift, and we will continue to grow and 
nurture our relationship with the Algonquin People as part of the 
journey on our clear path.”

“We want to thank CNL and AECL for this naming opportunity. This 
building is a testament to our understanding that everything and 
everyone is connected. The path we are on together must be a clear 
and good path. Our actions today on this land on the banks of our 
sacred Kichi-Sìbì river will echo through the next seven generations,” 
commented Connie Mielke.

“Today’s event brings us together in a meaningful way as AECL, 
CNL and the AOO continue to advance our relationship,” said Fred 
Dermarkar, President and CEO of AECL. “We are honoured to be 
inaugurating this building in partnership with the AOO, and to be 

gifted the Minwamon name as a way to recognize our commitment 
to working together towards healing and reconciliation.”

AECL and CNL are committed to meaningful engagement with local 
First Nations and Métis communities to identify mutually beneficial 
partnerships and opportunities for collaboration. In particular, we 
recognize that Indigenous knowledge and involvement complements 
and improves the operation of our sites, as well as environmental and 
employment matters. The gifting of the new name for the Minwamon 
Building is another positive step in pursuit of these goals and is part 
of a broader effort between AECL, CNL and the AOO to formalize a 
long-term relationship.

The Minwamon Building is one of a series of new buildings that 
are being constructed at the Chalk River campus. Among the many 
environmentally friendly features of the facility, its main structural 
material is a new generation of mass timber products sourced from 
within Canada, a renewable resource that reduces CNL’s carbon 
footprint. It was also constructed using strategies that include 
sustainable site development, water and energy efficiency, materials 
selection, and indoor environmental quality. 
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Melnik, Adam  RADIATION SURVEYOR
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Schutt, Jennifer  TRAINING COORDINATOR
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MINWAMON BUILDING INAUGURATED
Algonquins of Ontario honour AECL and CNL with name for new site entrance building

Pictured (L-R): Elder Dan Ross, Connie Mielke, Fred Dermarkar, 
Joe McBrearty and Lynn Clouthier. 


